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Humboldt State professor
speaks about her unique
position on the CSU board
by Megan Mills
Staff Writer

Bernadette Cheyne, California
State Board Faculty Trustee addressed
students about opening the doors of
communication between faculty, students and trustees on campus Monday
in the Associated Students house.
The CSU Board of Trustees is responsible for the oversight of the
California State University and adopts
rules, regulations and policies governing the CSU, according to its website.
“Our job as faculty is to oversee the
major implications of the CSU system
in terms of budget, infrastructure, the
hiring of presidents and chancellor
and curriculum,” Cheyne said. “Being a
faculty member means understanding
the umbrella of responsibilities and
be there as a voice of the faculty and
bring that perspective to the board.”
Cheyne is the only faculty trustee
present on the board, which is comprised of 25 members. The board
meets six times a year to discuss current educational policies.
“Being the only faculty member has
its challenges, starting with the opportunity to meet all the board members,”
Cheyne said. “I feel that because I’m
a sole faculty member, the opportunity to get the student and faculty perspective more broadly heard is very
difficult.”
Board meetings allow for communication among the trustees, chancellor, campus presidents, executive
committee members of the statewide
Academic Senate, representatives of
the California State Student Association and officers of the statewide
Alumni Council, according to the CSU
website.
“I got to learn a lot more about
what the Board of Trustees does and
what their influences are in making
their decisions,” said sociology major Robert Carrera. “I was here to get
an idea about what the trustees are
thinking about student and faculty
involvement.”
Communication between the CSU
Board and those who work on campus
or enrolled continue to rise, allowing
the board to gain a more diverse perspective from students and faculty.

Alert-SJSU now mandatory
for all students, op-out
option made available
by Julie Myhre
Staff Writer

The SJSU alert system was updated
on Friday to automatically send emergency information to faculty, staff and
students, according to Sgt. John Laws
of the University Police Department.
The alert system changed from
opt-in, which required people to sign
up for alerts, to opt-out, which sends
alerts to everyone and, those who
wish, can choose not to receive.
“The university decided to do that
(change the system) because we were
getting so many complaints of people
not receiving the alerts,” said Laws.
“Because clearly we weren’t communicating enough to the community
that they needed to go into their MySJSU, sign up for it … people had some
expectation that they were going to
get some notification and yet they
didn’t understand the process of opting into the system.”
Junior undecided major Khanh
Nguyen said she thinks it is important
because it lets students know when
something potentially harmful happens on or near campus.

SEE ALERTS PAGE 3

SEE MEETING PAGE 3

Nursing simulation lab to improve hands-on student learning
Health Building renovations
under way, expected
completion by fall 2012
by Christian Gin
Staff Writer

The Health Building is undergoing
a transformation with its simulation
labs that will change the medical field
at SJSU.

Dr. Colleen O’Leary-Kelley, a clinical simulation coordinator in charge
of this project, said that this will be
a major upgrade compared to what
SJSU currently has.
As of right now, they only have a
skills lab and a small simulations lab
for students to use, O’Leary-Kelly
said.
“We’re using the simulations lab
so that students can perform duties
before they do it in the real world,”
she said.

O’Leary-Kelley mentioned that
the simulation lab will have hospital
beds, along with dummies where the
students will “take care” of them for a
short period.
According to O’Leary-Kelley, the
room is planned to contain electronic
switches and IV bags to make it look
realistic.
In this lab, students will perform
the actions of some realistic situations on an imaginary patient such
as one who has heart failure or low

blood sugar, O’Leary-Kelley said.
“Everything in the lab is supposed
to look better and have real-life situations that happen everyday,” said junior nutrition major Victoria Lau.
According to O’Leary-Kelley, any
student who uses the lab will have
already been taught the material and
it will serve as a test for them to see
if they can apply what they learned.
“While the skills lab is useful, it’s
not realistic enough for real life situations,” O’Leary-Kelley said. “When

everything is completed, students
will be prepared for what they’ll be
doing in the future.”
She mentioned how medical
schools around the country have
been using this concept of simulation
labs for the last 20 years.
Anton Kashiri, associate vice president of facilities development and
operations, said he believes there will
be dramatic changes for those who

SEE NURSING PAGE 3
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Spartan baseball alumni defeat current squad 6-3
Former players return to SJSU
and dominate in the baseball
team’s final preseason game
by Eddie Fernandez
Staff Writer

The SJSU alumni baseball
team defeated the present day
Spartans team 6-3 on Saturday
afternoon at Blethen Field.
“I have questions whether or
not we can hit. I felt that since
September,” said SJSU head
coach Sam Piraro, leading into
the alumni game.
He added that his team needs
to get better and convert from
the plate.
“We didn’t go into this thing
like we were goofing around
or whatever. No, we wanted to
play really well that’s not how
we do things,” Piraro said on his
approach to the ball game.
In their non-matching uniforms, the alumni outperformed
the Spartans with home runs
and good at-bats throughout
the game.
In the first inning, the Spartans led 1-0 with an RBI from
senior first baseman and catcher Anthony Bona bringing in junior outfielder Michael Gerlach.
“I was a little anxious to get
out there,” D.J. Slaton, a starting sophomore Spartan pitcher,
said.

“

I have questions
whether or not

”

we can hit.

-Sam Piraro, head coach

Slaton pitched six innings
with six strikeouts on the day.
The second inning had great
pitching and defense, as the two
teams couldn’t convert RBI opportunities.
The start of the third inning
gave the Spartans a scare as
alumni infielder Craig Hertler
(2008-11) and outfielder Tommy
Gale (2007-11) almost homered
as the ball sailed just short of
the outfield fence and into the
Spartan’s gloves.
However, it was in the fifth
inning when the alumni tied
the game up thanks to catcher
Adam Shorsher (2000-03) as he
blasted the ball over the leftfield wall for a home run.
“I got some good pitches
to hit and didn’t miss them,”
Shorsher said. “That’s the key
to hitting — swinging at strikes
and not missing.”
It was in the sixth inning
when the alumni took permanent control of the game as
Hertler bombed a home run
over the center field wall, making the score 2-1.
Hertler said they had no
preparation or practice time
leading up to the alumni game
and was once on the other side
as a member of the losing Spartan team.
The Spartans began the
seventh inning by replacing
Slaton with junior pitcher
Drew Bradshaw.
Bradshaw was not the spark
the Spartans needed as the op-

SJSU junior infielder Tyler Christian (8) reaches for the ball but cannot make the save as former Spartans’ player Craig Hertler slides and
steals third base during the eighth inning of the annual alumni game on Saturday, Feb. 11. Photo by Jason Reed / Spartan Daily

posing batters were hitting every pitch he threw.
Infielder Danny Stienstra
(2008-11) hit a double off the center field wall with the first pitch
and outfielder Kerry Jenkins
(2010-2011) hit the ball down the
left field line for a double.
Shorsher brought his teammates in, adding another RBI on
the day.

SJSU water polo team defeated
by No. 1 ranked Stanford Cardinal
Cardinal goalkeeper
blocks eight Spartan
shots, does not allow
goal in third period
Staff Report

The SJSU water polo team
lost to the No. 1 ranked Stanford Cardinal 13-5 on Saturday
at the Aquatics Center.
“I was extremely happy with
the players’ effort,” said SJSU
head coach Lou Tully in a postgame interview. “We didn’t allow Stanford to run rampant
over us. We made them earn
their goals.”
After being down 3-2, SJSU
junior utility player Anna Natalizio scored on the Spartans’
first possession of the second
quarter to tie with the Cardinal.
But Stanford freshman
2-meter player Ashley Grossman followed Natalizio’s goal
with two of her own and the
Cardinal led at halftime 5-3.
In the second half, Stanford
dominated SJSU as it scored
eight goals to the Spartans’
two.
“We wanted to shut down
their counterattacks and that
was something we were able
to do in the first half,” said
SJSU senior utility player Katie Buzzetta. “We let up a little
in the third (quarter) and they
kind of got their momentum.”
Buzzetta said the reason behind SJSU’s scoreless
third quarter was the play of

Stanford junior goalkeeper
Kate Baldoni.
“Our shots weren’t going
in,” she said. “We had a lot of
opportunities, but Stanford
has an amazing goalie. You
have to get up on her, but we
were a little behind.”
SJSU didn’t score until
about four minutes were left
in the fourth quarter when
Spartans’ sophomore utility
player Rachel Henry scored
on a power play.

SJSU senior goalkeeper
Meagan Minson combated 36
shots from the Cardinal and
made 10 saves to Baldoni’s
eight.
“(Stanford) kept pecking
away and we couldn’t match
them with goals,” Tully said.
The Spartans’ next game will
be this Saturday as they travel
to Berkeley to face California.

Information compiled from
SJSU Athletics.

Freshman outfielder Andre
Mercurio hit a pop-up to third
base and the inning closed with
the alumni up 4-1.
It was in the eighth inning
when the alumni put the nail in
the coffin and ended any chance
the Spartans had to win.
The alumni stole two bases in
the inning and brought in four
RBI’s thanks to the help of three

players including Stienstra and
Shorsher.
However, the Spartans scored
three runs in the inning thanks
to help from sophomore infielder Jacob Valdez, senior first
baseman Anthony Bona and junior outfielder Nick Schulz with
the Spartans down 6-3.
The alumni team closed out
the Spartans with no runs al-

lowed in the ninth inning and
sealed the game 6-3.
Piraro said the alumni
game was a good thing because it gives the alumni an
opportunity to come back and
play.
“It’s like a reunion for
them. That’s one of the reasons we have that,” Piraro
said.
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ON THIS DAY IN 1980

THE SPARTAN DAILY REPORTED...

Above: Daniel Hartman, age 2, hands Matthew Chaldecott, also 2, a box of chocolates for
Valentine’s day. Photo by Patti Sullivan / Spartan Daily
Energy Storage Discussed: Dr. Alvin Beilby, a chemistry professor at Pomona College and
alumnus of SJSU, said electrochemical energy storage systems may be a solution to inefficient
systems of the day. He said the system would cover about one-fourth of an acre of land and
would serve about 60,000 people.

Juggling faculty posts could stop staff cuts: Nine professors were at risk of losing their
jobs in the school of social science and the school of humanities if the schools could not
“juggle” the professors and transfer them to other schools or departments. A reduction in
the 1980-81 budget as well an overall decline of enrollment, especially within the two schools,
significantly contributed to the option.

NURSING: Scenarios simulated
FROM PAGE 1
will be in the medical field.
“SJSU will have a changing
culture in medical work with
the new labs,” Kashiri said.
There are two phases that
the building will be going
through, according to project
manager Jaleh Behrouze.
She said phase one is to
convert three classrooms
next door to each other into
one large lab which will look
like a hospital.
“Phase one will be completed and ready for the fall
2012 semester,” Behrouze
said. “There will be three
labs in use for next fall.”
There is currently only
one two-room spot that has
the simulator, but O’LearyKelley said there needs to be
more.
The SJSU staff will have
several scenarios planned for
students which will test them
in the near future, O’LearyKelley said.
She said students would
even talk to the imaginary
patients, and treat them with
care during their time in
the labs.

She brought up the fact that
exercises with the dummies
could include a needed operation, or a moulage wound,
which is an artistically faked
cut with blood.
O’Leary-Kelley added that
there could also be a mock
scenario where a pregnant
woman would give birth and
students would perform the
delivery.
The labs would also cover
various other surgical procedures that a student would
need to know, according to
O’Leary-Kelley.
In a side room, O’LearyKelley said how others will
witness what their classmates are doing on a monitor
screen, and how everything is
recorded for evaluation.
In phase two of construction, three more consecutive
classrooms will be converted
into mock home apartment
rooms, according to O’LearyKelley.
According to O’LearyKelley, instead of dummies,
students will perform their
medical work on actors to test
different real-life situations.

“The next step for students would be the apartment
rooms where a student could
perform an emergency procedure,” O’Leary-Kelley said.
O’Leary-Kelley said an example of this would be CPR
on someone who passes out
because of heart failure.
Overall, the third floor will
contain four lab rooms for students to use, Behrouze said.
According to Daniel No,
associate director of planning
design and construction, the
cost of this project is estimated to be about $600,000.
According to O’LearyKelley, The money for this
expansion is funded through
the Valley Foundation as well
as the SJSU Acceleration program.
O’Leary-Kelley said students who are nursing, occupational therapy, nutrition
and social work majors will all
work together and use these
labs in the near future.
“Any health related major will take part in this, and
these labs will keep students
know what they’re doing in
the long run,” she said.

Students will battle tuition possibly: Chancellor Glenn Dumki proposed an increase in tuition
to $950 a year or a layoff of 4,600 California State University and Colleges faculty and an equal
number of staff positions.

Spartans edge tough Cal 4-3: Spartan right fielder Dave Williams put SJSU up 4-3 in the
bottom of the eighth when he hit a two-run triple to gain the lead to beat the Bears. The
Spartans snap Cal’s 9-game winning streak.

MEETING: Spartan feedback heard
FROM PAGE 1
“The board is becoming
more engaged and dissecting certain issues and asking more in depth questions
about them,” Cheyne said. “I
hope this continues because I
think it’s valuable and important we do that.”
Students playing a role
in pressing decisions made
within the CSU system is a
challenge that the board faces
frequently, she added.
“It was nice to see students
come here and hear her feedback,” said hospitality major
Lori Salazar. “It was enjoyable
to have someone here to get
their point of view instead of
just reading an article.”
The next discussion on
the agenda was the budget
crisis and how the challenge
of funding higher education
is currently being dealt with
among trustees.

In a recent board meeting,
a tuition increase for the CSU
system was voted in by the
members, Cheyne said.
“There are trustees and
other representatives who do
go to Sacramento and have
conversations with the state
legislatures to make cases for
the CSU to get the message
across that the funding for
higher education is a critical
matter,” Cheyne said. “Higher
education more than pays for
itself.”
Another topic that came
up was the time to discuss
measures and reports in detail among the board members.
“The time to really absorb
the information in order to
provide multiple perspectives
is really an important thing in
the decision-making process,”
Cheyne said. “Instead of what
feels like a rubber stamp.”

A.S. president Tomasz
Kolodziejak said he thought
it was informative to get updates about the budget and
student concerns.
“I’m happy we had a visit
from a trustee because there
are 23 campuses, so it’s hard
to hear them speak,” Kolodziejak said.
Cheyne hopes to enact a
yearly retreat, where faculty,
students, staff, presidents,
the Board of Trustees and the
Statewide Senate would come
together to share ideas and
express the concerns each
constituency has.
“I think we could bring
together the board and representatives of the academic
senate and come together to
have a session that doesn’t
cost a lot of money,” Cheyne
said. “How could we make
this as economical as possible
and reap the benefits?”

ALERTS: All students now registered
FROM PAGE 1
“I didn’t know about the
change but it sounds awesome,”
she said. “They already have
the information so they should
be able to let everyone know.”
Senior nutrition major Kylie Miraldi said she hopes the
alerts come in a timely manner.
“It’d be good if it (the alerts)
actually come on time,” she
said. “Sometimes it comes several hours after the event has
occurred.”
The updated alert system
would alert students by email,
telephone and text message, according to MySJSU’s alert webpage.
“The alert system is three
components,” Sgt. Frank Belcastro of the University Police
Department said. “It involves
text, voice and e-mail so it
really is dependent on the
situation. Most times all three
components will be used.”

Junior
English
major
Shannon Heagerty said she
thinks the new alert system
will be a good thing for SJSU.
“I do think it’s good mostly because I never signed up
for the alert system because
I never knew about it,” she
said. “I would always see the
message a day later or see it
on Facebook.”
Belcastro said the new
opt-out system allows more
students to participate and
receive alerts that are important to their safety.
“Right now there are about
50 percent of the students
registered in the (alert system),” he said. “So traditionally with opt-out systems
the rate of participation is
up in the 80 percent rate …
On a campus like us with
30,000 students with 30 percent more we are going to
reach a lot more students.”

Junior psychology major
Jesse Koshlaychuk said the
alerts don’t make her feel
safer, but she is glad SJSU has
them.
“I don’t think it should be
something you sign up for,”
she said. “I think it should be
automatic.”
Students will be contacted
by the information they provided on their MySJSU contact information, according
to MySJSU’s alert webpage.
There will not be an extra SJSU associated fee for
students participating in the
alert systems besides their
standard text messaging rates
from their cell phone provider, according to the webpage.
Students interested in
opting out or changing their
contact information can do
so by logging on to their
MySJSU account, according
to the webpage.
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Construction of the health building nursing simulation labs will be completed in two phases consisting of conjoining the connecting shaded rooms to each other and turning them into a lab and mock
homes. Completion of both phases are expected by fall 2012. Photo by Derek Irvin / Spartan Daily
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HAPPY VALENTINE’S DAY
BE
MINE

Chonchis,
People say you can’t live without
love...
I think oxygen is more important :p
J/K I LOVE YOU :))

Happy Valentines Day Delta
Sigma Phi Fraternity!

- RIKO S.

143
LaLaLove

Thank your for all the service
you have done.
4e
SEXY BUTT,
Love doesn’t make the world go
round, it makes the ride
worthwhile. So mount and ride
Baby.

To my Apluseses+1
Roses are red
Violets are blue
....
Time for Happy Hour!

ve
r
&
e
v
e
r

Everyday you make me fall in love with
you all over again. But yesterday, you
tripped me pretty hard, and I got a bruise.
Haha. Anyways, I just wanted you to know
that you could never mean anything less
than everything to me. Growing old with
you would be the highlight of my life.
Love you, Karina!
-Dung

Sincerely,
The MAN

To: Trent
I do not only love you because I
need you, but I need you because I
will always love you.
Happy Valentine’s Day!

TO: MARIE
YOU ARE THE PERFECT WIFE
DON’T EVER CHANGE. HAPPY
VALENTINES DAY.

B+2
TIFFANY DOUGLAS YOU ARE
AMAZING AND BEAUTIFUL AND
AMAZINGLY BEUTIFUL!

Love, Shanique
XOXO

LOVE YOUR HUSBAND,
SERGIO

WILL YOU BE MY VALENTINE?

Rachel,

XOXO,
SAKE

Hi Puds!
Happy Valentine’s Day,
See you after class tonight!

Happy Valentine’s Day, Megan
Faith Dutra.You mean the world
to me, and you also deserve the
world. I love you always.

Love,
Michael

- Yours Always,
Felix

To the recovering hopless
romantics, Drink up!
To my baby, Paul Jakob.

David, If I was to write out all my
favorite memories I’ve had with you,
I could write a book. These past two
years have been wonderful and I
wouldn’t hange a thing.
I love you.

My sweet sweet PJ. Your love has penetrated
my life, literally and metaphorically. Your love
is like a volcano that has erupted, covering me
with your hot lava of passion. I will cherish the
days we spent together, and I know we won’t
forget the nights. Forever your hungry little
caterpillar.

- Shanna

Transportation Soulutions,
You mean the world to me....

Stay in love,
xoxoisidora.wordpress.com
P.S...You’re a Hottie!
&
my Heart Beats For You!
XO

To Jen, Rachel, & Teresa

Nick Mundi

Thanks for being the best friends/
roomies anyone could ask for!

I love you Hang, Kim, Tony, Van,
Tiffany, True, Dicky, Omar, Delicia,
Jenny, Cindy, Jerry.

Love you ladies,
The White Roomate

Love,
Yoom
Marisa Everling,

You
’re
Bear
y
Swee
t

I Love you, Like a FAT KID Loves
CAKE!
Happy Valentines Day!
Jade,
Roses are Red.
Violets are blue
I’m going to graduate and I
couldn’t do it without you!
XOXO
I love you,
Brian

Happy Valentine’s Day Babe!! Baby
you make me so happy and I know that
when you see this, I’ll see that smile
on your face that makes me feel good
inside. I love you babe.
C.A.F.E. Para Siempre

Love,
Justin Acosta
Happy Valentine’s Day Amanda,
Justin, Laura, and Kristine! To an
awesome high peak future. We love
you guys!
From,
Errol, Tiffany, James, Alex,
Hang, and Susan!

Tu Amor,
Aaron
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Students give their best and worst Valentine’s Day memories
by Greg Nelson

Photos by Sierra Duren

Staff Writer

Staff Photographer

Name: Ashley Christiansen

Name: Brandon James

Name: Heidi Beltran

Year: Senior

Year: Senior

Year: Senior

Major: Kinesiology

Major: Animation/Illustration

Major: Psychology

The biggest thing I get on Valentine’s Day are
texts saying “Happy Singles Awareness Day.” I’ve
been single for so long I don’t even think about it,
so my thing is just calling up my friends and loved
ones and telling them that I love them.

I had a really bad Valentine’s Day once. The girl
I was dating left an article of clothing at my
house and as stupid as it is, I kept it in my car.

My most memorable would be when
I’m with my family because I’ve been
single for a long time so I think
Valentine’s Day is more about being
with your family and friends.

Name: Josh Venegas

Name: Blossom Casio

Name: Sy Hoang

Year: Junior

Year: Sophomore

Year: Senior

Major: History

Major: Accounting

Major: Animation/Illustration

Every Valentine’s Day I have to get something new and better than last year. It’s very
stressful.

My best Valentine’s Day was last year when
my boyfriend and I went to the movies and
ate out at Applebee’s.

When I had a girlfriend and picked her up and
bought her flowers. After that just taking
care of her before taking her to eat at a very
nice restaurant and then watching the sunset
on the beach.

Classiﬁeds

Today’s Crossword Puzzle

How To
Place your ads ONLINE
at www.Spartandaily.com/advertising

Employment

Food Service/ Espresso Bar/ Host
Part time positions in S' Vale Restaurant
Flex. Hrs. $12.00 to start
Call Wendy @408 733-9331

You can also place
classiﬁeds through the
Spartan Daily Ad ofﬁce. Call us at 408.924.3270 or
visit us in DBH 209.

Did You Know?
* Girls of medieval times ate bizarre foods on
St. Valentine's Day to make them dream of their
future spouse.
* In the Middle Ages, young men and women
drew names from a bowl to see who would be
their Valentine. They would wear this name
pinned onto their sleeves for one week for
everyone to see. This was the origin of the
expression “to wear your heart on your sleeve.”
* Physicians of the 1800's commonly advised
their patients to eat chocolate to calm their
pining for lost love.
* California produces 60 percent of American
roses, but the greater number sold on Valentine's
Day in the United States are imported, mostly
from South America.

Universal Crossword
Edited by Timothy E. Parker February 14, 2012

ACROSS
1 Nonkosher
food
4 Bad place
to be, in
relation to a
sewage plant
10 Playful kiss
14 Flightless bird
common in
Australia
15 One of a
band of
brothers
16 A demonstrated
position?
17 Experienced
know-it-all
19 Filly’s father
20 Ending for
“bureau” or
“pluto”
21 Mad ___
(Wonderland
character)
23 Action-scene
elements
25 Genesis
brother
27 Mr. Potato
Head
accessory
28 Ends of the
Earth?
29 Uno, ___,
tres
30 Russian spirit
32 “I ___ Rock”
(Simon and
Garfunkel
hit)
33 Be relevant
(to)
35 What those
with promising futures
have
40 Firm, like
pasta
41 Diesel of
Hollywood
43 Dramatic

Spitzer, Nina. "Fun Facts about Valentine's Day." Entertainment | Recipes
| Love | Contests | Beauty | Parenting. 03 Feb. 2012. Web. 09 Feb. 2012.
<http://www.sheknows.com/holidays-and-seasons/articles/807655/fun-

DISCLAIMER
The Spartan Daily makes no claim for
products or services advertised below
nor is there any guarantee implied. The
classified columns of the Spartan Daily
consist of paid advertising and offers
are not approved or verified by the
newspaper. Certain advertisements in
these columns may refer the reader
to specific telephone numbers or
addresses for additional information.
Classified readers should be reminded
that, when making these further
contacts, they should require complete
information before sending money for
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Previous Puzzle Solved

Happy
Valentine’s
Day

11 American
rival
12 Word with
“winning” or
“losing”
13 ___ Nevada
mountain
range
18 Ocean ﬂier
22 Blacksmith’s
block
23 You can get
soaked here
24 Pyramid, to
a pharaoh
25 Luminous
rings (var.)
26 Sharp as a
tack
29 Tries to
prevent
31 Yoko from
Tokyo
33 Grad student’s goal
34 Was a
consumer
36 “At Seventeen” singer
Janis
37 Gather little
by little
38 Abroad

How to Play

Complete the grid so
that every row, column
and 3 by 3 box contains
every digit from 1 to 9
inclusively.
Check back daily for

39 They say
the darndest
things
42 Maiden
name lead-in
43 Inﬂexible
about the
rules
44 Victim of
Brutus
45 Whole
47 Many
four-doors
48 Banshee
sound
51 What a
copier will
often do
next
52 Couldn’t
stomach
54 South Seas
spot
55 Suburban
warbler
58 Closemouthed
59 “What ___
you up to?”
60 Tax pro, for
short
61 Vitally
important

PREVIOUS PUZZLE ANSWER
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SIMPLY BRILLIANT By Ruby Deswit

* Over $1 billion worth of chocolate is
purchased for Valentine's Day in the U.S.

facts-about-valentine-s-day>.

event
46 Actress
Charlotte of
“The Facts
of Life”
47 Any ABBA
member
49 Convert
into leather
50 Church
niche
52 Car in a
procession
53 Part of the
eye
55 Dried-up
riverbeds
56 Cowhorned
goddess
57 Wiseacre
62 Sagan or
Sandburg
63 Deep soup
dish
64 Tailless
primate
65 Orange
producer
66 Blue-pencils
67 Two cents’
worth
DOWN
1 Cut down
with an ax
2 “What ___,
a mind
reader?”
3 Brawny
4 Ashcan
targets
5 Clobbers
with snowballs
6 Marries
7 Billy Joel’s
“___ to
Extremes”
8 Improved
partner?
9 City on the
Yamuna
River
10 Cordage
ﬁber

OPINION

SpartanDaily.com

Tuesday, February 14, 2012

7

Thoughts on love and Valentine's Day
Single and loving it on Couples should focus on love, not materialism
this Hallmark holiday
by
Megan
Mills
Staff Writer

The smell of materialistic
gifts is in the air — chocolate
hearts, the teal image of Tiffany and Co. boxes and the
gigantic stuffed animals all
fit our perception that today
is Valentine’s Day.
“Is it just me or is Valentine’s Day on steroids this
year?” Miranda said to Carrie on an episode of “Sex and
the City,” referring to the
amount of heart-shaped balloons covering the ceiling of
a restaurant on Valentine’s
Day.
Each year, this holiday
seems to become more extravagant and outrageous,
from the commercials on TV
to couples scrambling around
trying to find the perfect gift
for their partner.
Today is the day when
society demands couples express their undying love for
each other through roses,
diamonds and expensive dinners.

“Why are we
wallowing in
our self-pity
instead of
celebrating
as singles?”
A person should express
their love for their significant other every day of the
year, not just on February 14
— it should be life-long.
According to aboutflowers.com, 19 percent of men
and women send themselves
flowers on Valentine’s Day.
This statistic truly breaks
my heart.
Why are we wallowing in
our self-pity instead of celebrating as singles? We have
the freedom to do what we
want, when we want.
Being single on this Hallmark holiday reminds us that
we don’t need to spend our
money on a cliché gift that
will probably be forgotten

by the time the next holiday
rolls around.
We should not be singled
out because our status on
Facebook says we are “single.”
We should acknowledge
the fact that we do not need
another person to constantly
remind us how special and
unique we are.
In addition to being independent, we can skip the
stress of having to figure
out what to purchase, where
to eat and sweating over
whether your date enjoys it
as well.
We should look at this as a
positive day to celebrate being single instead of giving
into the “singles-awareness
day” (SAD) theme, which
says that singles should realize they are alone and sink
into a depressive state.
We are not alone.
Of course I always enjoy
the Valentine’s Day “pity”
card I get from mom and dad,
equipped with an abundance
of candy to ease the pain —
mine arrived in the mail yesterday.
Today, remember not to
be discouraged if you are not
in a relationship.
Today is a commercial
holiday, which lets companies take advantage of lovestruck couples.
Instead, relish the freedom and opportunity we
have as singles.
Being alone on Valentine’s
Day can be just as entertaining as going out with friends
or taking the time to do a
little something for the most
important person — yourself.
Unfortunately, we can’t
avoid this plague of every product and food item
suddenly becoming heartshaped or made of chocolate,
but singles can turn this day
into a positive experience.
Three simple suggestions
include throwing an antiValentine’s Day party, taking a friend out to dinner or
treating yourself to whatever
you want.
Declare today the day
when being single means
Valentine’s Day is cheaper,
easier and all about you.
What could be better?
So the next time you see
Cupid today, resist the urge
to tackle him to the ground.
Simply think to yourself,
“This manufactured holiday
only lasts 24 hours.”
It will be over soon.

by
Julie
Myhre

Staff Writer

For the past four years Valentine’s Day has been an important day to celebrate my
love with my boyfriend.
Frank Nunes and I met in
2008 and have been inseparable
ever since.
Valentine’s Day is one of
the many days a year that we
choose to commemorate our
love.
In recent years we haven’t
done anything too extravagant
for Valentine’s Day because we
both think that often times extravagant gifts are insignificant
and usually just given for show.
This year, we celebrated Valentine’s Day on Sunday. We
got each other a box of candy
that cost less than $5, shared a
pint of our favorite ice cream
and reminisced on our blissful
years together.
Before I met Frank I always
thought of Valentine’s Day as
this amazing day when a boyfriend spoils his girlfriend.
After I got into a serious
relationship and felt what it
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boyfriend’s dad and stepmother, who have been together for
more than 15 years, make Valentine’s Day an extravagant
event with long stem roses and
expensive treats.
I can understand that sometimes the extravagant gifts represent your love, but wouldn’t
a cheaper flower or box of candy do the same thing?
Isn’t a thoughtful card
enough to show your loved one
you care?
I think it is.

“I learned that
Valentine’s Day
gives couples
an excuse to
celebrate their
love and each
other — not
materials.”

Honestly, I think materialism is attached to Valentine’s
Day so women can show off to
others the material gifts they
receive — so at the office on
Wednesday she can say, “He
bought me 24 long stem roses.
Isn’t that amazing?”
When people tell me that, I
say “Oh that’s sweet. My Valentine’s Day gift was spending
alone time with Frank,” which
to me is better than some overpriced flowers.
I think both men and women need to be spoiled an equal
amount on Valentine’s Day, not
necessarily with gifts, but with
attention and love.
Valentine’s Day should be
another day for both people in
the relationship to show their
appreciation for one another.
Even if it means just going
to a coffee shop to chat or taking a walk in the park together,
the most important thing to remember is to celebrate the day
as a couple.
Frank and I might be the exception to the Valentine’s Day
rule of spoiling each other with
gifts and other materialistic
things, but I am perfectly fine
being the exception and I wish
that other couples would learn
to be the exception as well.
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is like to be in love, I understood that Valentine’s Day can
be more than just a “Hallmark
holiday.”
I learned that Valentine’s
Day gives couples an excuse to
celebrate their love and each
other — not materials.
Essentially that is what
Frank and I try to do every day,
but sometimes the stresses of
school, work and personal lives
get in the way.
The most important thing I
learned about Valentine’s Day
is that it isn’t only about the
girlfriend.
I think media and society
show us that, in relationships,
women are happier when they
are spoiled with gifts.
How do materials make
someone happy? Their love
isn’t enough?
Why is it so necessary for
couples to stress over Valentine’s Day?
Where is the fun in that?
There are enough stresses in
life already, so why do people
add so much more financial
and emotional stress by expecting to give or receive material
gifts?
I have seen many examples
of this in my personal life with
friends and family. Even my

Staff Writers
Samantha Clark
Rebecca Duran
Eddie Fernandez
Christian Gin
Alyxandra Goodwin
Ty Hargrove
Megan Mills
Julie Myhre
Gregory Nelson
Angelisa Ross
Boris Slager
Nina Tabios
Julie Tran
David Wong

Opinion Page Policy
Letters to the editor may be placed in
the letters to the editor box in the Spartan
Daily office in Dwight Bentel Hall, Room
209, sent by fax to (408) 924-3282, emailed to
spartandailyeditorial@sjsumedia.com or the
Spartan Daily Opinion Editor, San Jose, CA
95192-0149.
Letters to the editor must contain the
author’s name, address, phone number,
signature and major. Letters become proper-

ty of the Spartan Daily and may be edited for
clarity, grammar, libel and length. Only
letters of 300 words or less will be considered for publication.
Published opinions and advertisements
do not necessarily reflect the views of the
Spartan Daily, the School of Journalism and
Mass Communication or SJSU. The Spartan
Daily is a public forum.

Staff Photographers

Advertising Staff

Sierra Duren
Raphael Kluzniok
Derik Irvin

Amanda Fuller, Ad Director
Justin Acosta,
Assistant Ad Director
Laura Hulberg, Creative Director
Kristine Young,
Assistant Creative Director
James Coyle
Alexander de Leon
Shanique Flynn
Luis Marquez
Russell Soffiotto
Sandra Tam
Hang Tran
Susan Tran
Errol Villasanta
Tiffany Yang

Contributing Photographers
Jack Barnwell
Jesse Jones
Brian O’Malley
Nick Rivelli
Jason Reed
James Tensuan

Advisers
Mack Lundstrom, News
Jan Shaw, News
Kim Komenich, Photo
Tim Hendrick, Advertising
Tim Burke, Production Chief
Tim Mitchell, Design
Pat Wallraven, Manager

Distribution
DaMarlynn Wright
Thomas Trump

8

NEWS

SpartanDaily.com

Tuesday, February 14, 2012

Obama budget frames election choices
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Thursday, Feb. 16
Student Union-Costanoan Room

Career Center Drop-in Interviews

U.S. President Barack Obama speaks during a Cabinet meeting in the Cabinet Room Jan. 31 at the White House in Washington, DC. Obama
has a $3.8 billion budget in place that includes plans for his possible re-election in Nov. Photo by Olivier Douliery / MCT

McClatchy Tribune
Wire Service

WASHINGTON — President
Barack Obama’s proposed federal budget is more campaign
commercial than governing
document.
His $3.8 trillion budget for
the fiscal year starting Oct. 1
— and blueprint for the coming decade — is filled with
promises sure to appeal to voters that he wants to win for
his re-election in November,
such as new spending to hire
teachers and tax increases on
the wealthy.
Yet it has no chance of passing Congress, where Republicans already have vetoed his
calls for more spending and
taxes. It offers little prospect of
breaking the Washington cycle
of lurching from fiscal crisis to
fiscal crisis with temporary
agreements and no consensus
on permanent solutions. And
it maintains a decade of red
ink while putting off until after the election — at the earliest — any detailed proposals
to fix long-term problems in
Social Security, Medicare and
Medicaid.
“It’s not going to be enacted,” said Robert Bixby, executive director of the Concord

Coalition, a bipartisan group
that advocates fiscal responsibility. “It’s designed to shape
the campaign. There’s a lot of
spending for new investments
and there’s spending caps in
the future so he can claim two
things at once.”
“The president’s budget
fails to lay out a substantive
path to restore fiscal sanity,”
said David M. Walker, former
director of the Government
Accountability Office. “It does
not include enough specifics regarding comprehensive
tax reform and neglects any
reforms to Social Security. It
is not bold enough or specific
enough regarding proposed
changes to Medicare, Medicaid
and other health reforms.”
Obama unveiled his budget proposal at a community
college in Annandale, Va. — a
swing state he won in 2008
and is courting heavily this
year — where he used the
same broad themes he’s used
since Labor Day to frame the
coming election.
“We’ve got a choice,” he
said. “We can settle for a country where a few people do really, really well, and everybody
else struggles to get by. Or we
can restore an economy where
everybody gets a fair shot,

everybody does their fair
share, everybody plays by
the same set of rules — from
Washington to Wall Street to
Main Street.”
In his budget, he stressed
the need for federal spending to help people get a better
foothold in a struggling economy. Among his proposals: a
$350 billion plan to stimulate
the economy, including many
specifics that Congress rejected last year.
He also proposed letting tax
cuts expire as scheduled on
Dec. 31 for those making more
than $250,000. That’s unlikely
to happen the way he wants,
either; Republicans, who control the House of Representatives and can block Senate action, are against it.
He proposes to extend the
Bush-era tax cuts permanently
for incomes below $250,000.
Republicans demand that the
tax cuts be extended for higher
incomes also. If both sides hold
firm, they will let all the tax
cuts expire at the end of this
year; one likely compromise:
They could extend them all, as
they did for two years at the
end of 2010.
Obama did propose changing a part of Medicare financing that would end one of
Washington’s annual stopgap
solutions: the need every year
to restore full Medicare payments to doctors. Prospects for
permanently fixing the problem, caused by an earlier law
mandating lower payments,
remain uncertain.
The president did not, however, propose specific solutions
to the long-term problems in
Medicare and Social Security,
which will grow worse as the
baby boom generation retires
and collects benefits.
“This is a moment when
our country requires a dramatic, bipartisan effort to reduce the deficit,” said Sen. Joe
Lieberman, a Connecticut independent. “While there are
elements in the president’s
budget I would support, it does
not propose the type of bold
entitlement and tax reform

that is necessary to substantially reduce the deficit. Quite
simply, it is not the blueprint
we need to put our fiscal house
back in order.”
Even if enacted as proposed,
Obama’s budget would spend
$901 billion more next year
than it took in. That would
be the first time in five years
that the annual deficit dipped
below $1 trillion. And it would
clearly fall short of his 2009
pledge to cut the deficit in half
by 2013 — to about $650 billion
by his own accounting at the
time.
Obama used the new budget
to portray himself as a deficit
hawk, saying he would cut $4
trillion from projected deficits
over the next 10 years. However, he and Congress already
agreed to $2.1 trillion of that
last year when they enacted
the Budget Control Act.
Also, he counts as spending
cuts $850 billion that would
have been spent on wars in
Afghanistan and Iraq — as if
they would have raged on for
another decade.
“The administration … is assuming nearly $850 billion in
‘war savings’ that were never
going to be spent anyway,”
said Bixby.
Added Walker, “The budget
uses accounting gimmicks to
generate ‘savings.’”
Over the coming decade,
Obama’s budget would include
deficits totaling $6.7 trillion.
Including interest, they would
increase the debt held by the
public from $11.6 trillion in
fiscal 2012 to $19.5 trillion in
fiscal 2022. It was $7.5 trillion
when he took office in 2009.
One result of the deficits:
The amount of the federal budget devoted to paying interest
would jump from 6 percent
this year to 14.6 percent in
2022.
Deficits over the coming
decade would be lower — totaling about $3.1 trillion — if
Congress and Obama did nothing. That’s largely because taxes would go up for everyone
as the Bush-era tax cuts expire
Dec. 31.

Israeli diplomats targeted after attack on Iranian scientists
McClatchy Tribune
Wire Service

JERUSALEM — Israeli officials on
Monday blamed Iran for nearly simultaneous attempts to bomb Israeli diplomats in India and Georgia in what some
analysts suggested may be Iranian retaliation for a series of attacks on its
nuclear program that have been widely
blamed on Israel.
In New Delhi, the explosion wounded four people, including the wife of the
Israeli Embassy’s defense attache.

In Tbilisi, the capital of Georgia,
the device was discovered on a vehicle
parked at the Israeli Embassy and disarmed harmlessly.
“Today we witnessed two attempts
of terrorism against innocent civilians,” Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu said. “Iran is behind these
attacks, and it is the largest terror exporter in the world.”
Netanyahu said Israeli diplomats
also had been the targets of recent attacks in Azerbaijan and Thailand.
He blamed Iran and “its protege,

Hezbollah,” the Shiite Muslim militia
that’s Lebanon’s dominant political
group.
Iran denied responsibility, saying
the Israeli accusations were part of a
“psychological war” against it, according to the country’s official IRNA news
agency. White House press secretary Jay
Carney said the United States was “still
evaluating what happened” and hadn’t
determined who was responsible.
Analysts said it wouldn’t be surprising if Iran were behind the attempts.
“When it comes to Iranian acts of ter-
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ror against the Israelis, this is not new,”
Dennis Ross, the former Obama administration envoy to the Middle East, told
McClatchy Newspapers in Washington.
“We knew this when I was negotiating.”
Tensions between Israel and Iran
have been growing for the past year
amid reports that Israel is considering
launching a military strike on Iran’s
nuclear facilities. Israel and the United
States have accused Iran of using its
nuclear program to develop a nuclear
weapon, a claim Iran denies. In a report
issued in November, the International

Atomic Energy Agency, the United
Nations’ nuclear watchdog, said Iran
had been working at one time to develop a nuclear warhead but that IAEA
inspectors had been unable to determine
whether that program still existed.
Iran has accused Israel of being behind the assassinations of four nuclear
scientists, as well as the sabotage of military installations and nuclear sites over
the past several years. Israeli officials
have declined to confirm involvement
in the attacks, but they’ve also declined
to condemn them.

